


Awards  

All participants will receive a certificate.

The winning school also receives a ‘gavel’ 
trophy to keep for a year, engraved with 
the school name and the names of the 
winning team members; each member of 
the winning team also receives a £10 
book voucher.

Tips and help  
A public speaking teaching pack can be 
prepared for teachers.

If you wish, a member of Devizes Rotary 
Club who is an experienced public 
speaker can attend the school to help 
teams or classes with hints and tips – 
particularly about how to be confident and 
control nerves!

If schools wish to run a ‘mini competition’ 
to select the participating teams we can 
provide adjudicators (not the same as 
those who will adjudicate the main
competition). 

Adjudicators will not be prominently 
placed, will have experience at a level 
appropriate to the age of the participants, 
and will frame all feedback positively – 
the objective is to encourage the children 
and to give them confidence in verbal 
presentation skills.

Family and friends are invited to 
join the audience.

How it works
It is a competition ... but there is a strong 
emphasis on participation, and all entrants 
will leave feeling rewarded and encouraged.

The competition is open to all Devizes and 
District Junior Schools (years 5 & 6).

Schools can enter more than one team if 
they wish.

Teams should have at least three members 
and no more than five; every member should 
contribute in some way.  

In a team of four, for example, there might 
be a chairperson who introduces the team 
and each member as they speak; two speak-
ers, each taking an opposing view; and one 
person to sum up.  But the format is not 
restrictive ...  it’s mostly up to the schools 
and the children.

The team may discuss any topic from the 
current curriculum.  It should be something 
about which the children can feel passionate 
and enthusiastic (a school trip, or an exciting 
event, for example).

Children are encouraged to use simple 
props, models or examples – and to engage 
in enthusiastic explanation (please note that 
using PowerPoint and similar tools is not 
currently allowed).

The team should then invite questions 
(questions will be put by members of the 
Rotary Club of Devizes).
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